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Reverend Sir, 


1 E V. B. G. C. J. M. Sc. do, 

in behalf of ourſelves and ma- 
I 25 ny others, who by your Ap- 
TAL vointment, Inſtigation, or En- 
couragement, have undertaken to preach the 
Goſpe I of Chriſt, beg leave, in the ſpirit of 
Meckneſ and Love, to expoſtulate with you 
on your late Addreſs to the Clergy. 

Very ſenſible, dear Sir, you are, what a 
profound veneration we have always had for 
you as our Maſter and Guide; and how rea- 
dy we have every one of us been to pluck out 
even a right Eye, and give it unto you. 

Think it not then owing to Petulancy, 
or fondneſs for Contradiction, but to a ſin- 
cere Regard for the moſt intere/ting Truth, 
that we are offended with many things 
which ſeemingly are advanced and main- 
tained in your ſaid Addreſs. And out of Re- 
ſpe& both to them that ſpeak, and to the 


___ of what is __ remove the Dif- 
ficulties 


62) 

ficulties under which we now labour; not by 
the Arts of Sophiſtry and Evaſion, but by 
that Spirit of Candour and Sincerity, which 
we have always found to be in you, and hope 
STILL to be in you; and by that Simplicity 
and Preciſion, with which we have hitherto 
thought your Writings peculiarly diſtin- 
guiſhed, 

Great is our Boldneſs toward you. Great is 
our Glorying in you. In Confidence that you 
are none otherwiſe minded, and that you are 
not ſo ſtraitned as to refuſe us any ſatisfac- 
tion ; if you are a Debtor to all, both to the 
Wiſe, and to the Unwiſe ; we truſt that we, 
znaſmuch as it is in our hearts to hive and die 
with you, have a ſpecial Claim to your Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and that you will readily give us a 
full and explicit Anſwer to the following 
Queſtion, Whether we are at all concerned 
in the ſaid Addreſs? And ſuch an Anſwer, 
good Sir, we muſt beg the favour to inſiſt 
upon, as will not only be ſatisfactory to vs; 
but ſuch a one as will be ſufficient, as much 
as may be, to convince all Garnſayers; and 
many Adverſaries you know there are, whe 
mouths muſt be ſtopped. 

We indeed were fully perſuaded, * the 
very fit, that you had no aim at all to 3 
an 
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and that we were perfectly clear in this Mat- 
ter; both becauſe you do not uſually apply 
to us under the Name of Clergy, but of Mi- 
niſters of the Word, of Labourers in the 
Vineyard, and the like; and becauſe you 
have always hitherto taken other Methods of 
giving us your Directions; and more eſpe- 
cially becauſe you very well know, whilſt 
you have generouſly given us the right Hand 
of Fellowſhip, that hardly any one of us is 
really poſſeſſed of any one of thoſe many En- 
dowments, natural or acquired, all of which 
in conjunction you clearly ſet forth as a 
neceſſary Qualification of an 2 of tbe 
Church of God. 

Beſides, good Sir, you do not want to be 
told with what Confidence we have from 
the beginning been encouraged to depend, 
nor with what Stedfaſtneſs of Aſſurance we 
have therefore depended, on the powerful 
Graces and Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, to 
make us able Miniſters of the Word. We pre- 
tend not to any Sufficrency in ourſelves; but 
freely own all our Sufficiency to be of Him that 
bath called us. And is the Lord's Hand now 
ſhortened, that it cannot ſave? Muſt not that 
Man be ſure to fall, who thinks of ſtanding 
by his own Strength? Cannot the Spirit 

B 2 readily 
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readily teach us all Thing, and bring all 
things to our Remembrance, as our ſeveral 
Occafions ſhall at any time require? Have 
we to do with any but our own Countrymen, 
Men of like Paſſions and Cuſtoms with our- 
ſelves? Are not the Scriptures open to us as 
well as to others, in our own Language ? 
And are not the Doctrines of our holy Reli- 
gion obvious and plain to every one's Under- 
ſtanding, who is willing to do the Will of 
God? What Need then of © an uncommon 
* Quickneſs of Apprehenſion from Nature? 
&« a /vely Turn of Thought? a diſtinguiſhed 
te Retentiveneſs of Memory? a thorough 
ce Knowledge of the ancient or foreign 
* Tongues and Cuſtoms of the World? a ſtudied 
« Skill in the Sciences, as they are called? an 
* Acquaintance with the Depths of Philoſo- 
* phy, the Subtilties of Logic, or the Intri- 
ce cacies of Metaphyſics?” Becomes it not 
us rather 0 beware leſt any Man ſpoil us thro 
Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the Tradi- 
tion of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chriſt? 

Hath not God made the Wiſdom of this 
World Fooliſhneſs? Hath he not choſen the 
fooliſh Things of the World to confound the 
wiſe ; and the weak Things to confound th: 

Things 


Things that are mighty? And Things that are 
deſpiſed hath he not choſen; yea, and Things 
that are not, to bring to nought 7 hings that 
are? 

Moſt gladly therefore do we rather glory 
in our Infirmities, that the Powers of Grace 
may. be more abundantly INES: in OUR 
WEAKNESS. 

Well known it is to you, that we have 
not ſo learned CyrIsT ; and therefore well 
aſſured we are, that you had no Deſign of 
laying upon the Necks of the Diſciples a Yoke, 
which neither awe nor our Fathers were able to 
bear ; and therefore, that you never intend- 
ed your Addreſs, and more eſpecially the 
former Part of it for our Uſe. 

But our Adverſaries tell us, and almoſt in 
your own Words, that your Addreſs is prin- 
cipally directed to vs; that your firſt Deſign 
was to offer © a few plain Thoughts to the 
« Clergy of our own Church only; and that 
* though upon farther Reflection you were 
* ſo enlarged in your own Bowels, as not 
* to exclude any; yet ſtill you primarily 
* ſpeak to them with whom you are more im- 
e mediately CONNECTED. 

Now, ſay ſeveral of the ſeveral Denomi- 
nations we meet with, you never had any 

Connection 
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Connection at all with them; and others, 
that though you once joined in Communion 
with them, you have long ſince intirely 
broke the Bond of Connection; and there- 
fore it cannot be any but us, with whom 
you now ſtand immediately connected, and 
to whom therefore you primarily ſpeak. 

And this is the more plauſibly urged upon 
us, from your having ſent the Addreſs only 
to the Clergy, among whom we are already 
fixed; which can be done, ſay they, for no 
other Reaſon ſo apparent, as either to furniſh 
them, if need were, with Arguments 
againſt us out of your own Mouth, which 
therefore it may be ſuppoſed we cannot 
gainſay or refiſt ; or to give yourſelf, what 
we indeed have always been forward to do 
among our People, an Air of great Supe- 
riority over all other Pretenders to the 
Miniſtry. 

What ſhall we ſay to you ? Ghall we 
praiſe you in this? We praiſe you not. 
Mie glory in Tribulations. But we can 
hardly wiſh, they were even cut off, whilſt 
YOU are among them that trouble us. 

We are preſſed above Meaſure, inſomuch 
that we deſpair even of Life, when we are 
pierced 
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pierced with Arrows drawn from your 
Quiver. 

But we are perſuaded better Things of you, 
dear Sir, and Things that accompany Salva- 
tion, though we thus ſpeak. 

Mean Time, we think, you ſhould not 
have given any Occaſion to thoſe who defire 
Occafion, but ſhould have guarded very care- 
fully againſt any ſuch Miſapplication of your 
Addreſs, and ſhewn clearly all along, and 
Line upon Line, that it was by no Means 
intended to be applied to us, whoſe Glory 
it has been always to deſpiſe, but to them 
only, who undertake to build with that un- 
tempered Mortar, and thoſe periſhable Ma- 
terials, which you recommend in ſuch 
abundant Meaſures to their Uſe. 

They indeed, who truſt in the carnal 
Weapons of this World, and boaſt themſelves 
in the Acquiſition of Science falſly ſo called, 
are judiciouſly directed by you to put on, 
and try their Strength in that unwieldly 
Armour, which they have not yet fully 
proved, and to exert the whole Force of that 
Wiſdom, in which they place their Truſt ; 
that, after all their boaſted Attainments, 
when they remain ſtill groping in the Noon- 
day as in the Dart, and find the Myſteries 

of 
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of Truth to them as a Book ſealed up, they 
may ſee the Vanity of their Confidence, and 


the Folly of their Perſuits. 

This may be the moſt effectual, perhaps 
the only Way left, hitherto untried, of open- 
ing their Eyes to the Error of their Ways, 
and of bringing them to the Acknowledgment 
of the Truth. 

When they have once fully experienced 
how impoſſible it is to finiſh the Taſk vou 
have laid upon them, and, if any ſhould 
finiſh it, how impoſſible it is that it ſhould 
of itſelf anſwer the Purpoſe intended, they 
will be convinced, that they have laboured 
in vain, that they have ſpent their Strength 
for nought and in vain; they will be per- 
ſuaded to renounce the hidden Things of Diſ- 
boneftly, the deceitful Pretences of human 
Wiſdom; and to fand in the Way, and fee, 
and aft for the old Path, where is the good 
Way, and will walk with us therein, and 
find Reft for their Souls. 

But we, who have long known that the 
the Wiſdom of the World is Fooliſhneſs ; who 
have received the Truth, not in Word onh, 
but in Power, and in Muck ASSURANCE, 
and have no Confidence in the Fleſh; we can- 
not be expected, nor could you, we really 
believe, 
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believe, dear Sir, think of tempting us to 
turn away to the weak and beggarly Elements 
whereunto the Carnal defire to be in Bondage. 
We, who profeſs to teach the Religion of 
our Maſter, not with Excellency of Speech, 
nor in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teach- 
eth, are perſuaded it would be unbecoming 
our Profeſſion, and would be greatly dero- 
gatory to that Power which is per fected in oux 
WEAKNEss, to apply to thoſe Rules and 
Modes of ſpeaking, which are framed by 

Art, and Man's Device. | 
We preach Deliverance to the Captives, and 
Comfort to the Broken in Heart; and all, who 
are ſenſible in what a wretched, loſt, and un- 
done ſtate they are, will give a ſuitable Atten- 
tion to our Meflage, though it be not ſet off 
with the Arts of Eloquence, or the Refinements 
of Language. Nay, with the greater Simpli- 
city and Plainneſs we ſpeak, ſo much the 
more able are they, we are perſuaded, to 
whom we commonly ſpeak, to judge of the 
Truth and Importance of what is ſpoken. 
Had we any Dealings with the learned 
Men of the World, it might perhaps be ex- 
pected, that we ſhould addreſs ourſelves to 
them, in Forms of ſpeaking adapted to 
heir Taſte; yet ſhould we even then think 
| C it 
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it our Glory, that the Weapons of our Warfare 
are not carnal. 

But we know, and you know very well, 
that not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not 
many mighty are called ; neither does it appear 
abſolutely requiſite, that © every Miniſter of 
* the Word ſhould be able to anſwer every 


Fool he meets with according to his Polly.” 


Some have their Gifts in this Manner, 
ſome in another. The ſeveral Endowments 
of Nature and of Grace are diſtributed ſeve- 
rally to the ſeveral Members of the Church ; 
and every particular Member, by a proper 
Exerciſe of his Gift in his proper Place, 
may promote the Edification of the whole. 
And though every one may covet earneſtly the 
beſt Gifts, yet if it is not an evil covetouſneſs, 
it ſeems above the Capacity of human na- 
ture, is contrary to the common diſtribu- 
tions of Grace, and what was never required 
before, that any one Man ſhould earneſtly 
covet, or expect, to compaſs them all. 

| Were we ſent to the diſperſed among the 
Gentiles, or had we a Call to teach the Gen- 


| files, we could readily ſee the Neceſſity of 


learning the Language of the People to 
whom we were ſent ; but it appears almoſt 
as unneceſſary for us to acquire the Know- 

ledge 


1 
ledge of any ſtrange and foreign Language, 
in order to ſpeak to Men of our own Tongue, 
as it would be prepoſterous and abſurd to 
attempt the Converſion of any other Nation 
without a previous Ability, or without a 
ſtrong Preſumption of being enabled, to ſpeak 
to the People in the Tongue wherein they 
were born. And ſhould any one of us be 
diſappointed in ſuch a Preſumption, ought 
he not to look upon it as a Thorn in the 
Fleſh, to keep him from being exalted above 
Meaſure; a Caution not to think of himſelf 
more highly than he ought to think ; and a pun- 
gent Admonition to him, that he ſhould have 
tarried at Teruſalem, till he was endowed 

with Power from on high ? 
Could we readily read to our Hearers, in 
their own Tongue, a Chapter from the © Ori- 


« ginal of the Old or New Teſtament,” might 


not this miſlead them into a falſe Opinion 
of our Learning? And might it not be a 
Temptation in our Way to Vanity and Oſten- 
tation, without one whit of Improvement 
in real and uſeful Knowledge? We reve- 
rence the Memories of thoſe, to whom it 
has been given to tranſlate the Scriptures. 
Other Men have laboured, and we are entered 
into their Labours, On comparing the ſeve- 
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ral Tranſlations we have met withal, we find 
the Differences ſo minute and unimportant, 

that we doubt not but an honeſt Man, by a 
diligent and faithful Attention to the worſt of 
them all, may learn enough, by the Grace of 
God to be wiſe unto Salvation. And after the 
Labours of ſo many great and godly Men, 
for every one now to have a Tranſlation, to 
have an Interpretation of his own, would 
it not ſavour much of what the Apoſtle re- 
proves, a Contention about Words to no Profit, 

but to the ſubverting the Hearers ? 

Leſs Occafion is there ſtill, we are per- 
ſuaded, for us to engage in ſuch an arduous 
and unequal Taſk ; ſince you have obliged 
the World, and us in particular, with ſo 
compleat a Tranſlation of the New Tefta- 
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ment. We accept your Labour of Love with 1 
all Thankfulneſs, and aſſuredly truſt that the c 
Adminiſtration of this Service doth not only y 
ſupply the Neceſſities of the Saints, but like- « 
wiſe aboundetb by the Thankſgtuings of many to { 


God, and by their Prayer for you, who long n 
after you for the exceeding Grace which is in / 
you. Well aſſured we are, becauſe you ſay, n 
te that you have never ſo much as in one w 
W 
Pe 


« Place altered it (the Text) for altering 
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for the ſake of thoſe who think otherwiſe of 
you, than we do, that you had given ſome 
Reaſons, and good Reaſons you doubtleſs 
have, for the ſeveral Alterations you have 
made, This would have been very edify- 
ing both to ourſelves and others, and would 
moreover have freed us from the trouble of 
many perplexing Queſtions, which vain Ca- 
vilers are inceſſantly aſking, why ſuch and 
ſuch Alterations are made? For Inſtance, 
why you ſay HAPPY, inſtead of BLESSED are 
ye, when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute 
you? and why you do not teach the Virgin 
Mary to ſpeak the ſame Engliſb; All Gene- 
rations ſhall call me Hp, inſtead of 
BLESSED? If we ſay the Words are different 
in the Original, and require this Difference 
in the Tranſlation, we are in Danger of 
diſcovering our own Nakedneſs. If we ſay, 
you have expreſſly declared againſt © multi- 
* plying ſuch TRIVIAL Alterations ;” it is an- 
ſwered, and we cannot with-hold our Teſti- 
mony from the ſame Opinion, that if the 
Alteration is trivial, it ought not to be 
made at all; for if you, who are familiar 
with other Tongues, much more muſt wr, 
who boaſt of no ſuch Gifts, ſee ſomewhat 
peculiarly © ſolemn and venerable in the 0LD 

Language 
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ce Language of our Tranſlation.” And if it 
be an * excuſeable Infirmty” in you, is it 
not almoſt a laudable Prejudice, think you, in 
Us, *“ be unwilling to part with what we 
& have been long accuſtomed to, and to In 
ce the very Words by which God has often con- 
&« veyed Strength or Comfort to our Souls?” 
Suſpect not, good Sir, that we mention 
theſe Things with any Intention to blame 
you for what you have done; we mean only 
to expreſs our Uneaſineſs that you have done 
no more. Well ſatisfied we are, that every 
Alteration you have made is right; but it 
would have been peculiarly pleaſing and uſe- 
ful to us, to have ſeen the Reaſons for 28 
many of them as might be in your own 
Words; both becauſe we are always pleaſed 
and improved with any Thing that is yours; 
and more eſpecially in this Caſe, becauſe we 
ſhould have been enabled thereby to with- 
ſtand the Diſputes of this World, and to put 
to Silence the Ignorance of FOOLISH MEN, 
Neither do you imagine, that the Inſtances 
here produced are fingular ; many other 
there are ſeemingly of like Sort; ſuch # 
ce the Foes of a Man,” inſtead of @ Man. 
Foes. © Watered bis Feet with a Shower if 
« Tears,” inſtead of began to waſh his Ft! 


with 
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with Tears. © Thou didſt not anoint my Head 
« with Oil, inftead of, mine Head with Oil 
thou didſt not anoint. Thoſe many Sins of 
« bers,” inſtead of her Sins which are many. 
And therefore, inſtead of for ſhe loved much; 
which, perhaps, may be material, if the Ori- 
ginal will bear it. But the reſt, together 
with © ſat at Table,” inſtead of ſat at 
Meat, not induſtriouſly picked up, but diſ- 
covered by the decifive Method of Sortes 
Virgihane, as it is, we think, unſcriptural- 
ly named, will, in all likelihood, be ac- 
counted trivial, and Alterations for altering 
ſake, by ſuch as pay no great Deference to 
your Authority; ſuch as have Confidence 
enough in themſelves to rely on their own 
judgment; and ſuch as have a real Venera- 
tion for the old Language of our Tranſlation. 
Suffer us, kind Sir, with your wonted For- 
bearance, to mention one Thing more, 
which we humbly apprehend may be looked 
upon by ſome, as a Defect or Impropriety 
in your Performance. A weak Eye, you 
know, ſometimes happens to be the firſt that 


ſpieth out a Mote. You have omitted, per- 


haps to avoid the Imputation of Vain-glory, 
or, on ſome weighty Conſideration, have 
thought it not needful, to d iſtinguiſb your Al- 

9 terations 
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terations by a different Character or otherwiſe, 
from the Words of the former Tranſlation 
{till retained. Had you judged. it meet to 
do this, it would have given us great Sa- 
tisfaction; inaſmuch as we could not then 
have eaſily overlooked any one Inſtance, 
wherein we are obliged to you, and every 
ſuch Inſtance would have renewed the 
pleaſing Remembrance of you in our Breaſts, 
This would likewiſe have had, we are wil- 
ling to believe, as good an Appearance, in 
every candid and impartial Eye, of Modeſty 
and Ingenuity, ſince it would have ſeemed 
like fairly and openly offering your Emen- 
dations to the Scrutiny of all who are capa- 
ble of judging of ſuch Matters; and would 
moreover have been looked upon as keeping 
at an awful Diſtance, which could not be 
thought indecent in the firſt Edition at leaſt, 
from the © ſomewhat ſolemn and venerable 
in the old Language of our Tranſlation.” 
But we intended not to leave your Ad- 
dreſs any longer than whilſt we expreſſed our 
Thankfulneſs to you for this your more im- 
portant Work, and obſerved how little Rea- 
ſon we have to be uneaſy, or to think it any 
Reproach to us, that we are not acquainted 


with divers Kinds of Tongues, now, whenwe 
hear 


67 
hear Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſo plainly ſpeak- 
ing to us in the Language wherein we were 
born. 

And now to ſuggeſt that a ſufficient Know- 
ledge of the Senſe of Scripture cannot be had 
from a Tranſlation, is it not to ſuggeſt that 
the Tranſlators have been wanting in Inte- 
prity or Ability? And yet, is it not evident, 
that they ſpake with Tongues, and interpreted 
more than us all; and that it is impoſſible 
for us to come to that Perfection, where- 
unto they attained, were we to apply our- 


ſelves wholly to this Buſineſs for the remain- 


ing Part of our Days? And to inſinuate, 
that we may be impoſed upon by truſting to 
any Tranſlation, is it not countenancing that 
vile Infinuation of the avowed Enemies of 
all Truth, and of all Righteouſneſs, that we 
may likewiſe be impoſed upon in truſting to 
any the beſt Tranſcripts or Impreſſions that 
can now be had of the Originals? For may 
not meer Tranſcribers or Printers, rather 
more than Tranſlators, be chargeable with 
Ignorance, Careleſſneſs, or Want of Inge- 
nuity? 

Were it neceſſary, that every Miniſter of 
the Word ſhould be acquainted with the 
learned Languages, as they are called, would 

D it 
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it not then be neceſſary, (fince, whatever 
other Gifts we may juſtly, boaſt of, the 
Gift of Tongues is confeſſedly ceaſed) that 
every Parent ſhould take care that every 
Son of his be taught thoſe Languages from 
his Childhood, the only proper Time of 
Life for ſuch Acquiſitions, as not knowing 
which of them may be called to the Mini- 
ſtry? And is it not upon the groundleſs 
Suppoſition of ſuch a Neceſſity, that we are 
maliciouſly aſperſed, ſlanderouſly reported of, 
as, in ſpite of Nature, and in ſpite of the 
greateſt Caution and Foreſight of our Parents, 
hurried into the Miniſtry, out of thoſe meaner 
Stations of Life, wherein we had, with 
great Propriety, and the beſt Judgment that 
could be then formed of our Capacities, 
been placed by our Parents? 

Froward Men, we know, vill ſpeak fro- 
ward Things; and it is Impoſſible but that 
Offences will come. But ſince it is evident, 
what a dreadful Moe hangs over the Head of 
him by whom the Offence cometh, we are very 
confident that You muſt be very far from 
intending to give the Enemy any Occafion to 
ſpeak thus reproachfully. 

It ſeems highly requiſite, notwithſtanding, 
that the Occafion which is actually taken be 
ſpeedily 
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ſpeedily removed, and that it be ſhewn plain- 
ly, even to the full Conviction of them that 
are without, and it may eaſily be ſhewn to 
all but thoſe who having Eyes, yet will not 
ſee, and Ears but will not hear, that a Miniſter 
of the Word may ſufficiently teach his 
Hearers in the Language which they under- 
ſtand; that the Gifts of Grace may ſuper- 
ſede the Neceſſity of natural or acquired En- 
dowments; and therefore, as the Truth is, 
that no View could poſſibly be had to us in 
your Recommendation of ſuch Endow- 
ments. We find none but the Pagan Lyſias 
examining St. Paul whether he could ſpeak 
Greek; nor did the Apoſtle, that we can 
obſerve, in ſending forth Miniſters of the 
Word, concern himſelf any further about 
their ſpeaking with Tongues, than that every 
one ſhould ſpeak to the Under/tanding of his 
Hearers, 

Does not he rather warn us againſt all 
Vanity and Affectation in this Matter, and 
declare one fingle Word ſpoken to the Un- 
derſtanding to be of more Worth than ten thou+ 
ſand Words in an unknown Tongue ? 

We meet not, in St. Pauls Epiſtles to 
Timothy or Titus, either for themſelves or 
thoſe whom they ſhould appoint unto the Mi- 

D 2 niſtry, 
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forſaken you out of Love to this preſent World, 
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niſtry, any Directions about the Study of the 
Rules of Logic or Metaphyſics, &c. as pro. 
per Qualifications for their Office ; but rather 
a Condemnation of all theſe, as profaxe and 
vain Babblings, and Oppoſitions of Science 

falſely fo called.—Are not theſe the Artifices 
wherewith Men of corrupt Minds reſiſt the 
Truth? Do the Diſputers of this World uſu- 
ally ſubmit to the cleareſt Concluſions of 
logical Deduction? And may not the Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel be now moſt effectually 
recommended to them that are. diſpoſed ta 
receive it, with that Simplicity and Plainneſs 
of Speech wherewith it was at firſt preached? 

If you put 1: Brethren in Remembrance of 
theſe Things; it you firengthen them in the 
Faith which they have received; if you dili- 
gently vindicate them from the Aſperſions 
of evil Men; you ball be a good Miniſter, a 
IWorkman that needeth not tobe aſhamed. 

We condemn the Dzotrephes's, who, loving 
to have the Pre-eminence, oppoſe and prate 
againſt you with malicious Words, We de- 
teſt the Senſuality of the Demas's, who have 


But, though all Men forfake you, yet are we 
determined to and by you, 1F you do but 


bold faſt the Hope of your Calling firm _ 
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the End. Nay, ſhould you, which would 
be the greateſt Trial of our Conſtancy 
— Should you, which we can by no means 
believe Should You, as we do ſometimes 
fland in Doubt of you, the Importance of the 
Cauſe forces upon us this Freedom—Should 
you fall away from the Stedfa o/ineſs, yet 
are we reſolved to maintain our Confidence, 
and to carry on the Work which we have 
ſo happily begun. And how gloriouſly will 
the Power of Grace be magnified in our 
WEAKNEss? How precious muſt the Trea- 
ſure manifeſtly appear, which is preſerved in 
fuch earthen Veſſels ? | 
Notwithſtandin g. if by any 1 new Light, as 

new Light is pouring in upon youdaily, you per- 
ceive that we have been miſguided, we intreat 
you to deal kindly and truly with us, and not 
ſuffer us to remain unadmoniſhed in our Mi- 
ſtake. If we be miſled, ſuffer us to ſay, 
we have a juſt Claim upon You to ſet us 
right, We may have erred, but we till 
truſt that we ſhall not obſtinately perſevere 
in Error, It has been the Delight of our 
Souls to ſet forward the Work in which we 
have been engaged; but it was, we truſt, 
becauſe we believed that we were working the 
Work 
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Work of the Lord. We ſhall therefore, with 
the ſame Chearfulneſs, deſiſt from our preſent 
Labours, and retire to our former Stations, 
whenever we are perſuaded, that the real 
Intereſt of Religion and Truth requires this 
at our Hands. If we are not very right, moſt 
evident it is, and thoroughly well aſſured we 
are, we mult be very wrong. If we be not 
really building up, we are plainly, as much 
as in us lies, pulling down the Church of 
Chriſt. 
Theſe diſcouraging Thoughts have often- 
times crouded upon our Minds, and we have 
always hitherto readily rejected them, as the 
Suggeſtions of Satan. But your late Addreſs, 
it muſt be confeſſed, has not a little per- 
plexed and ſtaggered us, and made way for 
theſe terrifying Apprehenſions to return upon 
us with their full Force. 
Wie beſcech you therefore by the Mercies 
of God; we adjure you by Jeſus, whom Paul 
preached, that you tell us the Truth plainly. 
God do fo to you, and more alſo, if you hide 
any Thing from us, wherein the Salvation of 
our own Souls, and of them that hear us, 
is concerned, 
If your Zeal has been according 79 
Knowleage, 
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Knowledge, tell us; and if not, tell us, that we 
may turn to the right hand or to the left, 

It is by You oNLy, perhaps, that we can 
be conyinced of it, if we be indeed carried 
away by a Spirit of Deluſion. To vou onLY 
perhaps we can hearken without Prejudice. For 
we know none other kke-minded towards us, who 
will ſo naturally care for the State of our Souls. 

Weigh then our Caſe in the Balance of the 
Sanctuary; examine our State without Par- 
tiality, and without Hypocriſy; and if it be 
found, that a /y:ng Spirit from the Lord has 
been put into our Mouths, teach us to ſhew, 
by our future Silence, and by our ſpeedy Re- 
turn to our Duty, that what we have done, 
has, indeed, been done in the Ianocency of 
our Hands, and Integrity of our Hearts. 
But if it ſhall appear, as we truſt upon the 
ſtricteſt Examination it wl, that we have 
been directed by the Truth, encourage us to 
proceed without Fear of what Men or Devils 
can do unto us. 

Deliver us from that uneaſy State of Doubt- 
fulneſs and Suſpence, into which your Ad- 
dreſs, probably by our Miſunderſtanding of 
it, or rather the Miſconſtruction of it by 
them of the contrary Part, has thrown 
us, Suffer us no longer to waver, and hal? 

between 
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between two Opinions, Give us a diſtinct No- 
tion of that UniTY which Chriſt requires 
in his Church. Define to us clearly, for you 
are able, wherein the Sin of Schiſin conſiſts, 
Teach us to anſwer the Reproaches of them 
that reproach us on that Head, in the plain 
Words of Scripture. And if it may be done 
without falling under the Apoſtle's Reproof 
of making Schiſms and Diviſions, (and ſome 
are daring enough to ſay, we are already ſub- 
je&t to that Reproof) let us immediately 
come out, and be ſeparate from, and hence- 
forth have no more Fellowſhip with thoſe, 
among whom are wrought the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs. Then would the Candle of 
the Lord be effectually removed from under 
the Buſhel; then would the Light of our little 
Flocks fo ſhine before Men, that they would 
eaſily be perſuaded to come into the Bright- 
neſs of its ſhining; and then might we, if 
need required, with more Conſiſtency, and 
with a better Grace, reprove the Careleſſneſs 
of the Shepherds, who eat the Fat, and 
cloath themſelves with the Wool, and ſuffer 
Wolves to enter into the Fold, and devour the 
Flock. 
The Labourer, indeed, is worthy of bis 
Hire; 
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Hire ; and they who preach the Goſpel, 
we ſee plainly enough, have a juſt Claim 
to hve of the Goſpel. And ſince they who 
exceed in the Gifts of the Spirit, who 
labour more abundantly in the Word and Doc- 
trine, are to be accounted worthy of double 
Honour ; are they not for the ſame Reaſons 
juſtly entitled to a proportionably greater 
Share in the Reward? Is it not apparently 
juſt and right, that you, good Sir, inaſ- 
much as you labour, and watch, and travel, 
Night and Day, for the Security and Inlarge- 
ment of the Flock, do therefore deſervedly 
partake more largely of the Milk of the 
Flock? Is not every one of us encouraged 
to expect a more profitable Station in the Mi- 
niſtry, according to the Excellency and Im- 
provement of the Gifts that are in him? 
Should any one contemptuouſly refuſe ſuch 
a Station, would he not thereby ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be beguiled of his Reward, out of a vain 
Shew of a voluntary Humility and Neglecting 
of the Body? And would not he moreover, 
if perchance a numerous Family depended 
upon his Labours for a Proviſion of Bread, 
. himſelf to the Apoſtle's moſt juſt and 
F ſtin 2gin g 
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Ringing Reproof of not providing for his own, 
efpecially thoſe of his own Houſe? And do 
not all. our Reproaches on this Head, in- 
diſcriminately thrown out agaitiſt thoſe 
with whom we till pretend to hold Com- 
munion, recoil with redoubled Force up- 
on our own Heads, ſo long as it can fairly 
be replied, Thou that judgeft deft the ſame 
Things? | wp 

Your Bullick-drover, we apprehehend, Sir, 
between vou and us, makes but a lamiſh and 
unſeemly kind of a Compariſon, hardly con- 
fiſtent with that Gentleman-like Addreſs 
which you have recommended, and perhaps 
leſs reconcileable, it will be ſaid, with that 
Charity, which we are affured is the Bond 
of Perfeftneſs. For could we perſuade the 
moſt zealous of our Converts, if we have 
any Converts of that hardy Occupation, to 
drive his Cattle always to the /owe/} Market, 
or. conſtantly to attend the ſame Market, 
notwithſtanding its being the loweſt, in order 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf from a Heathen ; 
would ſuch a Diſtinction, do you think, turn 
out to the Credit of our Convert's Under- 
ſtanding as a Man, or of his Profeſſion as a 
Chriſtian? 
N But 
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But if this fame Drover may be allowed ta 
act conſiſtently with common Senſe, may 
drive his Cattle to the 5% Market, and yet 
may be ſuppoſed to have ſome ſuch . fur- 
« ther Views" as will ſufficiently diſtinguiſh 
the Chriſtian Man from the Heathen ; why 
may not the like Charity, they will ſay, be 
extended to your Brethren, ſo long as you 
acknowledge them youR Brethren? And 
why may not ſome of them at leaſt, as 
well as the Drover, be ſuppoſed to have ſuch 
t further Views" as will juſtify their Con- 
duct in removing to a more profitable Exer- 
ciſe of their Miniſtry ? Charity thinketh no 
Evil. Charity believeth all Things, hopeth 
all Things. Though we ſpeak with the Tongues 
of Men and of Angels, and have not Charity, 
we are no better than ſounding Braſs, or a 
tinkling Cymbal. The Underſtanding of all 
Myers es and all Knowledge, without Cha- 
rity, is nothing. Even a mountain-moving 
Faith, wirnour this moſt excellent Gift, is 
of no Warth. Tais is the Thing, Sir, 
This Appearance of our being wanting in Cha- 
rity is the Thing which a good deal per- 
plexes many of our People. They would be 
—_ not only to do the fame 7. hing 

E 2 themſelves, 
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themſelves, but alſo to have Pleaſure in 
them that do it, could they but ſee how it 
could be reconciled at all to the charitable 
Spirit of the Goſpel. They plainly perceive 
the Advantage and Neceſſity of it to the 
Support of our Cauſe; but their tender Minds 
are many of them not a little offended with 
our Railing, as it 1s called, againſt thoſe 
whom we acknowledge in the Character of 
Miniſters of the Word, and with whom 
we continue to communicate as ſuch. 
Whereas did we fairly and openly declare 
them fallen off from their firſt Faith; did 
we mark and avoid them as Decetvers and 
Antichriſts; our Zeal for the Truth, and 
our Love of Souls, would then, we think, 
ſufficiently juſtify almoſt any Severity of 
Expreſſion againſt thoſe with whom we can 
no longer hold any Fellowſhip ; and we might, 
without Offence to the weakeſt of our Fol- 
lowers, give the Names of dumb Dogs, of 
Blaſphemers, of moral heathen Teachers, and 
what not, to thoſe, who, through their 
obſtinate Reſiſtance to the Truth, are deem- 
ed at laſt juſtly excluded from the Commu- 
nion of the Saints. 
But this has been ſo often preſſed upon 
you, 
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you, that we can only deſire you to recon- 


fider it at your Leiſure, For the preſent, 


we truſt you will give your immediate At- 


_ tention to what elſe is here repreſented ; and 


in full Confidence Zhat you will do abundant- 
ly more than we ſay, we reſt, 


Reverend Sir, 
Nur faithful Servants in the Lord, 


W. B. G. C. J. M. &c. 
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